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Introduction

Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) Version 3.0 is a new enhanced version
for Drug and Pharmaceutical Products Management (D&PPM) Version 2.0.

The software extracts medication dispensing data elements from the Outpatient
Pharmacy, Inpatient Medications IV and Unit Dose, Automatic
Replenishment/Ward Stock, Controlled Substance modules, Procurement
information from Drug Accountability, Integrated Funds Control, Accounting
and Procurement (IFCAP), and a limited amount of Laboratory data on a
monthly basis.

The extracted data is electronically exported via MailMan to the Pharmacy
Benefits Management section at Hines Department of Veterans Affairs Medical
Center (VAMC). MailMan messages are downloaded to text files onto the PBM
network. These electronic messages are then passed through a translation
process which pulls text files into a database format and is checked for quality
assurance and converts all local drug names to a common drug name and all
local dispensing units to a common dispensing unit if possible. After translation,
the information is added to the national database.

Through an option placed on the pharmacy supervisor menu the software makes
data extraction reports available at local VAMCs and allows local management
to use this data to project local drug usage and identify potential drug
accountability problem areas. The PBM section is able to provide information on
Local Facility, Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN), and National
product use on monthly, quarterly, and annual intervals.

Enhancements

Pharmacy Benefits Management Version 3.0 extracts additional data elements
and modifies current extracts to take advantage of enhancements made to the
other Pharmacy modules since the release of the current version (D&PPM V.
2.0). Current message formats and output reports have been modified to reflect
the changes.

The Pharmacy Benefits Management V. 3.0 enhancements include the following:

q  Breakout of Inpatient Medications IV and Unit Dose, Outpatient
Pharmacy, and Controlled Substance modules by dispensing occurrence.

q  Breakout of Procurement information by line item.
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q  Collection of the following:
Ø Prime Vendor Procurement Information (requires implementation of

Drug Accountability V. 3.0),
Ø Pharmacy Automated Management Information System (AMIS) data,
Ø Laboratory data,
Ø Patient and Provider information.

q  Capture of controlled substance dispensing to patients if electronic
Controlled Substances Administration Record (CSAR) is implemented
with Controlled Substance V 3.0.

q  Extraction of data and generation of drug and statistical data summary
reports by inpatient division or outpatient site whenever possible.

q  Inclusion of National Formulary Indicator and Restriction Information
(requires National Drug File (NDF) V.4, which will be released at the end
of October 1998).

q  Elimination of Consolidated Mail Outpatient Pharmacy (CMOP) (Host)
extract.

q  Provides a mechanism to monitor the successful completion of the
automatic monthly extraction job and to notify users if a problem exists.

q  The drug and statistical summary messages for each module will be sent
in a readable format.

q  MailMan message header will display how many messages were sent for a
particular module and the facility name and number from which the data
was extracted. The header will easily identify the module from which the
data was extracted.

q  The confirmation message will include the number of MailMan messages
generated for each module.

Options

A change has been made in the option names to reflect the software name
change.

• PSU DPPM AUTO is now PSU PBM AUTO [Automatic Pharmacy
Statistics]

• PSU DPPM MANUAL is now PSU PBM MANUAL [Manual Pharmacy
Statistics]

Assign PSU PBM MANUAL [Manual Pharmacy Statistics] to the Pharmacy
Supervisors menu.
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New Option

A new option PSU PBM JOB CHECK [Pharmacy Background Job Check] has
been created. This option will check to see if the monthly Automatic Pharmacy
Statistics option ran to completion. A MailMan message will be sent to the local
PSU PBM mail group and to the National PBM group (DPPM.MED.VA.GOV
domain) at Hines if the report has not completed in 24 hours. Population of the
PSU PBM JOB field (#90) in the PHARMACY SYSTEM file (#59.7) with
date/time verifies completion. This option is scheduled automatically by the PSU
PBM AUTO option and normally does not need user intervention. In case of
computer outage, it could be run manually.

New Field

A new field, PSU PBM JOB (#90) has been added to the PHARMACY SYSTEM
file (#59.7). Responsibility for this file resides with the Pharmacy Data
Management (PDM) software package.
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